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AIDS: still the issue• Amm VKAiis oi' imviNc ro i'inuanm,-
V(M' litlMlg willl (MK'll ciMisceullvc
AIDS (IciiiIk I I'rii tlcHjiair (|iii<'lly

into my own IHr iil'ler (In*
internaliomil AIDS <-onl(*t'rn(-<' in
IltM'lin last yetir orrcred no medical
hope. Ih'llexively. many ol" ns redi
rected Ixiili enerp;y and money to
oilier iHHiK'H we Cell w<' could do
Homelliing ahoni—iIhih. w<'*ve been

"de-AIDS'ing" nailonal gay and leHbian poliiii'H.
'I'Ikmi I beard iIiIn Nialintic; of gay and IxHexiial

mim In America age 20 loday will be dead or HIV-
positive by (he lime lb<yre lU). Horror n<m in. and I leli
my capneily for anger twaporaie. I began to sink Into
bopet(*HsneNS (bribe lii'st lime in 2^) activist y<*ars.

lint once again I discovtaxul dial die personal Is polid-
cal. Al a tx*ceni Am<*ricaii AsHociaiion of IMiysicians (bi*
Unman liiglils conlerence in Dallas. del<*gaies nnblink-
ingly conlroiiled die leirilying "second wave" of HIV
ird'eclion; high rales oC new inleciion
among yonng gay and bisexual men and 11111
pi'ople of color, a ik'w wavi' ol'inlection
among older gay men who have aban- lIlollOl
domal sal'er-sex praciici's, and increased . .
inlection rates among lesbians. My privaie ClC^p^liyill
AIDS despair. I <liscoveh'd. ri-lleeis a mass ^
plHMionieiion among urban lesbians and
gay men as we grappl<' with die i<'rrible •mrl \oH\i\
tnilb dial AIDS is mil a slioil-ierm war.
AIDS is a peimaiKMil calasiroplie.

'Hie borrilVing AIDS-ixhiled psychic laiidscapi* oC gay
and lesbian life includes a massive psyebological epi<lem-
Ic among uninlecied people. Living in a iranmali/ed siaie
oC imlix'ated disli-ess. many IllV-negalive people experi
ence widiNpix'ad depix'ssion and anxiety, syndi-omes simi
lar to post-iraiimaiic stress disoi'der. and immense
amounts ol" survivor guilt. Hieix' is a pei*vasive .sen.se of
hopekssiiess. nxMuiiiglessiiess. and inaliiliiy to (division a
lulutX' for gay lil'e. Ilesearcli shows that IllV-negadve gay
men perceive that support and a sense (»(' commnnily
exist Ibr HIV-positive men but tml for diem. In horrible
iixmy it lias almost Ix'come more acceplabb* in this sick.
Iiomopliobic society to have AIDS ilian to b«' gay. Added
to that is a widespread sense among gay men iiftln*
inevitability of I MV infection.

The imvssagt* of the Dallas summit was blasted out
loud and clear; (lontinuing to lose 4()"/() to .^)()"/<) of onr
gay nuai—and soon women—to HIV is not acceptable.
And as we liglit like bell (br longt-i' and richer lives for
those who aix' IllV-positive, we have to change onr com
mnnily radically so that HIV-negaiive people have
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enough self-esteem. Ii<»pe. and meniiiiig in their liv<*s to
want to siirvivi* this holocaust.

lint we must lirst r<*v«'rse the Iiomopbobic "degaying"
<tf AIDS: while gay men rejax'seut of tln»se infei-t<'<l.
only K*''ii of pivveniioii dollars are allocated to lliern. And
we must "re-AIDS"" gay and lesbian national politics to
reclaim AIDS as a i«>p national agenda item. It*s clear that
lighting despair and repk'riisbing hope within oitr triin-
tnali/ed comiiimiity will rcijitire massive organi/atiott. We
need a decetitrali/ed movement that will include small
pei'i'-snpiMirt groups for III V-negative gay and bisexual
rneti atitl promote iionjudgmenial and realistic safer sex
tnessages. We need liealitig larcles. teacli-ins. tind town
ball meetings to acknowledge and discharge the pain we
li'el. Wi' mitst engag<' i-vi-ry possible comimmity-based
group to tiiobili/e around a central priticiple: To alllrm
our right to sitrviv<v we must allirm our I'igbt to a fntitn*.

(biy liberation- coiitrarv to (pieer pop tiiytbology.
wbii'li equates it with sexual freedom—nsi-d to share with
the women's liberation movement a bixiad social vision of

transformed Imman relatiotisliips. Over

tX^VC^fSC^ 1'*'̂ ' li<'i'<'<' ri'iK'tioii to
(be scxpliobia of (be vau(|itisliing li.iglit
.along vvitli a dis.sdiiitiou of the (lialogne

, I'AllltJ brtwisai j',av politics and lianiiiism have
Of /VI 1.1^ (aislii'ined sexual self-expressi(ni as oitr

DS**"* II'IV "iidi'ilyiug commiiriily ethos. The radi-' cals won tlu' "s«'X wai's," bitt we lost the

1 IKllilic'S. '''"'.V I'odical vision of fitll human libera-
' tioii ill the pixicesN. The idea of sex a.s sal

vation and as self which dominates gay
tnale—and tiow yaatng lesbian—culture, holds tio promise
Ibr ixail cliangi*: it is eonsumeristic and ultimately hollow.

Our actital expethaice u*lls us that love and iutitiutcy.
family, parenting, tnetitoriiig contiection to comtnttnily.
and activist engagement, tlx* collective proc(*ss of chang
ing the cotxiitiotis of onr lives—are what give the gtXNitest
meatiitig to life. They tiiirture self-worth, shape future
vision, and tratislbrm behavior over the long term.

(llearly. we woti't sitrvive as a community withoitt an
atlicitlated publi<- community (MIiIc (hat goi*s well Ix^yond
sex-positivity and without a politics of meaiiiiig well
beyond (be AID.S rage that sustained us for the (irsi
d(*cad<' of (his (*pid<'mic. ('rafting tiew values and visions
will demand great eiixaiotial bravery, mutual respect, and
:i reiiitegration of leminisi thinking into oitr work, It will
involve an immense mobili/ation of something we have a
lot of but also seetii to fear: faith, including faith in onr
own power as leaders, healers, and teachers. As W(* grope
towaixl a necessary and healitig liopt*. we may design a
visioti that can also help others in onr hungry, hurting
larger world. It's time (br the politics of love,
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